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Don Johnson

From: Glenn Rifkhi [grifkin@comcast.net]

Sent: Tuesday, May 08, 2007 5:08 PM

To: Dore’ Hunter
Subject: Re: NARA dogs

Mr. Hunter,

Thanks so much for your thoughtful response to my email. I appreciate your open-mindedness on this matter
and I think a discussion at the June 4 meeting is very appropriate. I will alert my fellow dog-owners and suggest
they send in their own thoughts on the matter to you prior to the meeting.

Let me just say that I fully appreciate that there are people in every town who do not care for dogs, do not want
them off leash, and have every right to feel that way. Even as a dog owner and dog lover, I have seen my share
of obnoxious pets. That is why I believe my compromise suggestion will satisfy all constituencies in this matter.
I don’t know if you use NARA at all but as a long-time visitor to the park, I can assure you that there are no
children there in the early mornings, especially during the winter months, and so these off-leash hours would
have very little chance of creating a problem in that regard.

If there were others in the discussion about all this besides the gentleman from last night, so be it. My concern
with someone like him is the hysteria factor that results in gross exaggerations that are unnecessary and
unproductive in any discussion of the matter. It is enough that some people do not want dogs off leash near
them. We all have to respect that. Period. Claiming multiple dog attacks, scores of bitten children, etc. etc. is
simply inconsistent with the facts and serves only to alienate the two sides in the matter.
So I look forward to seeing you again on June 4 and I hope that our suggestions will meet with approval at that

time.

thanks again for your interest.

Sincerely,

Glenn Rifkin
Original Message

From: Pci Hvntej@~cTham
To: grifkin~porncast.net
Cc: bos~,acton-m~gpy;rnp~g~r©actqn:n~gcy
Sent: Tuesday, May 08, 2007 4:33 PM
Subject: Re: NARA dogs

Mr. & Mrs. Rifkin,

Thank you for your email.

The issue of control of free running dogs has been debated off and on in Acton for many years, and was
the subject of two rather intense Town Meetings when a “lease law” was placed on the books, and then taken
off at the following Meeting. The uneasy compromise between folks disturbed by free running dogs
became a town wide By-Law that required dog owners have effective voice control of their dogs. However, I
still occasionally see dogs about in Acton out of sight of their owners. The Town has some public places
where dog owners do exercise their pets, NARA Park is but one such place. A public place should be equally
accommodating to all comers, dog owners, runners, walkers, people out with small children, etc.

As I explained to you last night we have received complaints about dogs acting in threatening manner
toward small children, and received some recommendations from those folks charged with oversight of
recreational areas in Town in this regard. I don’t think it is an issue of frequency, it should not happen at all.
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There are some folks in Town, other than the gentleman that you referred to in your email, who are not in
favor of free dogs around them. On the other hand there are dog owners, perhaps like yourself, who are
passionate about their dogs and love to see then race about. It seemed to the Board, as it was previously
constituted, that perhaps the best way to address the concerns of those folks who are uneasy sharing the
outdoors with apparently free running dogs, and perhaps their litter, was to preclude free running dogs in one
pj~cein Town and see how that worked out. This matter was discussed several times in open public
meetings of the Board of Selectmen, along with all the other issues that the Board hears. I regret that the
Board deliberations are not better covered by the press, they are, of course, televised and we are very
pleased when folks attend the meetings

As I told you last night it seems to me to make sense to see how things work out for a while. Rather than
engage in “order, counter order, confusion”, as the saying goes, i.e. that it would be better to ride with the
current situation long enough to see if those folks who would be more comfortable without the dogs running
free increase their park usage without such. Obviously you are a dog owner who wants to let a dog(s) run
free, that is temporarily at least prohibited at NARA Park. You seemed to indicate that you were not familiar
with the area behind the South Acton Fire/EMS Station which I understand is a favorite location for dogs to be
let free to run, so that is an alternative, there are probably others.

Part of my responsibility as the Board Chairman is to manage the Board’s Agenda. We are dealing with
some serious issues and are going to be working our way through other unusual business. We had
an Agenda last night that was intentionally shortened to allow more time to be spent on a selected issue. I
nevertheless allowed Citizens Concerns to expand into a mini-debate. I anticipate that the next meeting (21
May) we will be beginning our meeting at6 p.m. in Executive Session which will be followed by a regular
meeting at 7 p.m. There is some possibility, based on the last time we did this in regard to the issue involved,
that we will go back into Executive Session at the end of the regular meeting. And I expect the regular
meeting Agenda to be quite full. In recent months the Board of Selectmen has not completed meetings on
occasion until 12:30 am. and 1:00a.m., long after the audience left, at least in part due to the length of the
prior business. We run a real risk of not functioning well in the late hours, and it is not fair to the Board
members who hold day jobs. One of the things I promised to the new Board was that I would keep the
meeting lengths under control. We still did not end last night until about 11:15 p.m.

You did suggest a reduction in the hours during which dogs would have to be on leash at NARA. There is
some possibility that such an arrangement might work, and we could discuss that when we have some idea
how the current complete ban works out. Accordingly I have tentatively indicated to the Town Manager that I
intend to put a further discussion of the extent of the dogs running free ban at NARA Park on the Agenda for
the 4 June Board of Selectmen Meeting, and expect to hold the discussion to 30 minutes. We will ask staff to
report how the ban has worked over what will then have been about a months time, and solicit observations
as to what effect, if any, it has had on the non-dog owner use of the facility.

You are, of course, free to attend the meeting and speak to that Agenda item. If there are folks with a
differing viewpoint present I will try and give equal time to both sides. It is always helpful for the Board to
receive written statements in advance. If any such statements are received in Town Hall by mid-day on the
Friday before a Selectmen’s meeting they can be included in our weekend packet and read by the Selectmen
before the meeting.

Regards,
Dore’ Hunter
Chairman of the Board of Selectman & VSO, Town of Acton, MA
Telephone: 978-263-0882
Email: dorehunter@aol.com

See what’s free at AOL.com.
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Don Johnson

From: Glenn Rifkin [grifkin~comcast.net]

Sent: Tuesday, May 08, 2007 6:48 AM

To: Board of Selectmen

Subject: NARA dogs

Selectmen,

I spoke at the meeting last night about the new leash regulations at NARA Park. I am writing to follow up my
comments since my original email to your committee did not reach you. I feel that I now have much more
information and I would still very much like to put this discussion on the selectmen’s agenda for the next meeting.

I have been an Acton resident for nine years and have been bringing my Golden Retriever to NARA Park without
incident for the past eight years. My wife and I are among dozens of residents who have enjoyed this park with
our dogs over the years and we were all stunned to see these new regulations posted.

While every one of us owners would clearly regret any incident at the park in which anyone was bothered or hurt
by a dog, we are also deeply concerned that new rules were instituted without a fair hearing. If attempts were
made to inform the public that this discussion was underway, I can assure you that none of us knew about it or we
would have come forward at the time to join the discussion.

Therefore, given the nature of the single person who has made this complaint--which we all got to see in person
last night-- it seems only fair to allow us to discuss compromise solutions for NARA now, not at some
undetermined future date. The implication that this gentleman made, that there have been numerous incidents of
this nature at NARA is simply false. If the single incident he described happened, it is indeed unfortunate and
unacceptable, but it is hardly a reason to punish a large group of citizens whose dogs have used this facility free
of incident for years.

Among the compromises that we might all agree on are off-leash hours, i.e. prior to 9 a.m. and after 6 p.m. during
the summer months. During the winter months, we dog owners are usually the only people at NARA, surely in the
morning hours. If there is snow, families show up to sled but rarely before 10a.m.

We might also consider dog-free areas like near the beach and the fenced-in children’s playground. We could
restrict ourdogs to the fields beyond the amphitheater and to the path around the lake away from the beach.

If the goal is to protect children—which the gentleman seems to be focused on—these compromises would surely
suffice. At the very least, it is fair that we have a chance to bring them up and discuss them in a public forum. We
are entitled to be partof this discussion as taxpayers and again, we would like to be put on the agenda of the next
meeting.

We had a group of dog owners at last night’s meeting in a show of support and only two of us were allowed to
speak. The gentleman who proudly claimed to be the cause of this new regulation got his chance to speak yet
again though none of ourvoices had been heard at the outset of all this.

So in the interest of fairness, we would urge the selectmen to reconsider this issue now and not put it off to some
later time.

Sincerely,
Glenn and Jane Rifkin
5 Windingwood Lane
Acton
978 266 1323
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Maryjane Kenney

From: balaji gourishetti [balaji20@hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, May 30, 2007 2:51 PM
To: Board of Selectmen
Subject: Nara park environment

Hello,

I am a acton resident, memorial day weekend some of my friends from other town came to
my house with their families. I taken them to NARA Park with their kids, they all love
the park with nice and clean beach and I noticed some change like “Dogs must be on Leash”
and I also noticed there is not much dog feces on the side walks and grass. Most of the
dogs were on leash, it’s a good thing.

we spent almost 4 hours in the park , everybody enjoyed.
Thansks for maintaining the park neat, clean and safe.

regards,
Balaj i.

Fly Jaipur-Delhi for Rs.99 only.Log on to MakeMyTrip now!
http: //ssl . richmedia. in/recurl . asp?pid=49
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ACTON, MASSACHUSETTS—~

Board of Selectmen
Acton Town Hall
Acton, Massachusetts

May 26,2007

Dear Board Members:

I am writingyou to opposethe dog leashpolicy at NARA. I am a dog owner(black lab namedMolly) who
visits NARA every morning andseveralafternoonseachweek. I feelforcing meto leashMolly preventsher
from playing ball, frisbeeor taking a swim on the back sideofthe pond.. Molly andI prefer NARA for
theseactivities becausethewater isclean, unlike Great Hill where water quality is unhealthy, and the
Concord RoadPond where there is noeasyaccessto the water. It is my experiencethat Molly alwaystakes
a think from the pondwhile playing in the water andher health is alwaysmy prime concern.

As for Mr. Lessard’s complaint, I would adviseyou that there are alwaystwo storiesto every eventand the
other partyto this eventhasa very different story from Mr. Lessards’. I recommendyou read the police
report on this incident. I personally spoketo this partyand he told methe child with Lessardcalledto his
dog, who respondedby approaching theyoung child to say hello. Mr. Lessard subsequentlytried to kick
this dogafter which the dog ownertold Lessardthat if he tried to kick his dogagain,he would punch him
out (or words to that effect.). The dog in questionwas a small lap dog, I would estimateto be ten pounds or
less.Subsequently,Lessardretreated to the parking lot where he calledpolice anddemandedthe other party
be arrested. I would submit that if Lessardhad simply put his leg betweenthe dog and the child ashe stated,
the dog owner would nothave beenangry asdescribedabove.

I thinkrestricting dogs from the beachandchild play areawould suffice to protecting thosechildren and
adults who fear dogs.I personallywould behappy with just the back sideof the pond areaasspacefor
playing with Molly. The Town by-law to have control of onesdogwould suffice in this area. Additionally, I
want to tell you that I spoketo Tack Palmer, the Town’s Dog Officer, and he told methere hasnotbeen one
dog bite at NARA sincethe park opened.

I would also like to go onrecord asstatingthat there is no expectationof privacy in a public park. As a
frequent visitor, I had my car struck anddentedby a foul ball during a baseballpractice and my legstruck
by a wildly thrown frisbee. It nevercrossedmy mind to petition the BOS to outlaw baseballor frisbeeat
NARA.

Thank you in advancefor consideringmy letter before rendering your decision.

Sincerely,

Tom Rogers
978-263-6929
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Maryjane Kenney

From: stuart [stuartfromeurope @yahoo.com~
Sent: Friday, June01, 2007 2:36 PM
To: Board of Selectmen

Subject: Common Sense not Paranoia

DearelectedActon officials,

I have lived in Acton since 1991, and am compelled to write to try to make some senseof a hand full of
doghaters that seemto be being appeased,and for the wrong reasonswhich are laced with wrong facts,
paranoiaand emotion.
I rarelytakemy dog (a chocolatelab)downto NaraParkbut amdisturbedto heartheyhavenowposted
signssayingdogsmustbe leashed.Knowing this I amupsetasit will only be amatterof time if
commonsenseis not usedbeforeit happensin otherareas,andfor all thewrongreasonsandto appease
afew that would love zerodogsin thetown (or elsewhere).Theirmotivesshouldbe questionedbefore
you throw thebabyout with thebathwaterandupsetatremendousnumberof Actonresidents.I live
closeto theArboretumsothat is usuallywhereI walk my dog who is well behaved,abig softy and
Childrenalwaysrushover and saycanwepethim(aswith the majority of dogsI seethere).Puttingthis
asideI seedogseverywhereI go in Acton, andthemajority areregulardogswho would nothurt
anyoneandhaveownerswho areall very kind caringsensitivepeople.Of coursetherearesomebad
apples,therearebadapplesin manyareasof life but we don’t makelawsthat throw thebabyout with
thebathwater.I live on Main st andfind trashthrownfrom carseverywhere,wecould stop that by
banningall carson Main st but that’s extremeandpunishespeoplewho do thingscorrectly.Thebad
appleswill let theredog go to thebathroomand not pick up, everybodyshouldnot be punishedandI’d
like a $1000fine for trash thrown from carsin Acton and yesa$1,000fine for ANYONE caught
allowing theirdog to go to thebathroomif theydon’t pick up. This maybe extremebut at leastit targets
theculprits, and doesnot punish all. We havespeedinglawsto stopspeedingbut theyonly touchthe
offenders,andall driversarenot punished.
It wasvery upsettingto listento themanat thetown hall rantandraveabouthow all dogsshouldbe
leashed,they prey on young children he said ashe wavedpicturesof dogbitesat peopleandit’s their
instinct to go aftersmallerthingsIE children,he alsosaidhe knowsvets that recommendonly leashing.
I’m hopingeverybodyunderstoodthatwasjustbaloneyandridiculousfeartactics,Dogshavebeen
aroundfor thousandsof years,andarecalledmansbestfriend for goodreason.I knowmanyvets and
dogsareterritorial whenon a leashandcannotsocializewhich theyhaveto do, theyareat theirworst
whenon aleash.Dogsif not allowedto socialize(not possibleon leash)andrun to getexercisewill
becomeneuroticunpredictableanimalsthat will causefar moreproblems.Goodcaringownerswill have
gooddogs,badownerswill havebaddogsandthat’s no coincidence.Themajorityof Acton residents
arenotbadowners,and it would be a pity to treatthemso.
As I saidI go downto theArboretumregularlyand havesince1991 andeverybodygetson fine, 95
percent are dog people(definition beingeitherwith adog or wantsto talk andaskhow old is yourdog
etc)butyou’ll alwayshaveexceptions.I havefounduseddiapersleftby benchesandthrown off the
trails (do webanall peoplewith babies?of coursenot) my dog hascut his pawson brokenbottles,trash
is continually left, andthedogsof coursedon’t do that.
As I statedthis I think common senseshould be used.What ever you decide you decide asyou are the
electedofficials, andhavethat rightbutoftenthequick fix only createsmore problems. You needto be
awarethoughif dogsareallowedto be in town whichtheyclearlyare,and manyActon residentsown
themthatto startenforcingleashlaws will only makethoseminoritiespushingfor it not stop there,
theywill keep knocking at the doorfor moreandmoreareasto be restricted.The endresultis a lot of
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Actonresidentswill be very unhappy.Therewill be manyneuroticdogswhichcomesfrom beingleft
alone,notallowedto run andnot allowedto be socialized,far morepolicing will beneeded.Justlike in
everyotherareaof life therewill alwaysbepeoplewhoarenot considerateofothersbut themajority of
dog ownersare, I suggestthe inconsideratepeoplewho causeproblemswith theirdogslike everyarea
in life shouldbe made to paybutnot everybody.
Sorry it waslong but it neededto be said, andhopeyou will look atthebig pictureandlong term
consequenceshere.you hadmentionedmaybeacompromiseofcertaintimesoff the leashatNara,
betterthannothingbut I only seethatbeingaddressedagainascertainpeopleagainstdogswill
continuallycomebackfor more.I think if possiblebig signssayingkeepyourdog undercontrolif other
non dogpeoplearearoundshouldwork, if nobodyis aroundit seemscrazyto not let adog mn.
Thanksagainfor you attention.

BestRegards,

StuartBarrie

6/1/2007
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John Murray

From: Robert Lessard [Robert.Lessard’@fmc-na.com]
Sent: Friday, June01, 2007 12:04 PM
To: Board of Selectmen; Recreation Department; Recreation Commission
Cc: Robert Lessard
Subject: Re: NARA park is much cleaner and safer - Good jobl

Selectmen,

For the past month I have noticed that most dogs are now on leashes at NASA park. This
makes the park safer for small children and people with serious health problems that could
be harmed by dogs off leash. While compliance is not 100%, it is a big improvement with
most dog owners
putting their dogs on leashes. During the month of April, I could easily
find about S to 10 new dog poops each evening when I walked around NASA park. During the
entire month of May, I was only able to find 3 small dog poops which were picked up the
next day. Outstanding!

When these issues at NASA park first come up last summer, the town newspapers had good
articles on the subject of leashes at NASA park in addition to the discussions that were
televised at the selectmen’s meetings so the town’s dog owners did have fair warning
that the town may change the rules at NASA park and time to develop counter arguements of
their own. When the selectmen voted for the town managers plan pertaining to dogs at NARA
park it was televised and the town paper (beacon) did publish this fact in March 2007
over one month before the signs went up, so I fail to understand how anyone can say the
selectmen, the recreation department, or the town manager pulled a fast one without
allowing the dog owners to debate their points. On more than one occasion, I have
attended meetings of the selectmen and recreation department and was allowed to present
arguments that were listened to by the boards as is right and duty of America citizens to
do when they feel something is broke and needs fixing. When people choose not to get
involved or speak up when they are given a chance to influence the outcome of an important
political decision then the town government has not failed but they have failed to be
vigilant and be active participants in their own and their towns future.

On this first day of June, 2007 1 feel the town has done a great job at making NASA park
safer and cleaner and my thanks go out to town employess in the recreation department who
are working at NASA and keeping it so
clean. Good job!
Thanks,

Bob Lessard
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